
• A substantial depth of man-made ground, some two 
metres above the level of the adjacent car park, was 
recorded in Trench 4. It is likely that this is associated  
with the construction of the police station and 
magistrates’ court. A ditch containing 12-13th century 
pottery represents the earliest dated feature identified 
during the investigations.

• Trench 5 showed evidence of a possible surface and 
substantial concrete base associated with the provision 
of utilities and foul/grey water drainage relating to 
modern buildings.

• Substantial foundation features identified in Trench 6 
may suggest the presence of basements in this area.  
A ditch containing a small assemblage of medieval, as 
well as post-medieval pottery may represent earlier land 
or plot divisions in this area.

• In order to find out if the site contained any features of 
historic interest, an archaeologist has undertaken a survey 
in December 2015, by digging six trenches across the site.

• Findings include significant post-medieval deposits such 
as walls and wall foundations, drainage features and 
surfaces. They were recorded in Trenches 2, 3, 5 and 6. 

• Trench 1 was located amongst a series of strip fields, 
presumably a relict system of medieval or post-medieval 
agriculture. The surrounding area is currently under 
gardens. 

• Investigations in Trenches 2 and 3 uncovered the 
remnants of a basement, as well as a concrete surface 
that is likely to represent the former back yard of a 
property originally fronting on to Barrack Road. At least 
two buildings were recorded in Trench 3, showing several 
phases of construction.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Local school children were invited to join in with the site investigations in 2015

•  Previous investigations carried out on the site in  
2005 identified four postholes in one trench to the 
immediate north of the magistrates’ court building.  
No artefacts were recovered from these features.  
Artefacts recovered in 2005 included part of a blade-
shaped cutting tool from the Stone Age, as well as 
post-medieval stonewares, coarse redware vessel and 
earthenware likely to originate from Verwood (Dorset), 
which was known for the production of this type.

• Investigations in 2005 and 2015 suggest that as well 
as post-medieval features there is some evidence of 
medieval, or earlier features present on site. As such 
any future activity relating to archaeology will be agreed 
with the County Archaeologist as part of the planning 
application process.
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